JOHN H. GRAVES, M.D., President 


_ GIFFORD L. SOBEY, M.D. 


ay 


74 


STATE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC HEALTH 
GILES S. PORTER, M_.D., Director 


Bulletin 


STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH | 


EDWARD M. PALLETTE, M.D., Vice President — 
GEORGE E. EBRIGHT, M.D. JUNIUS B. HARRIS, M.D., WM. R. P. CLARK, M.D. | 


GILES S. PORTER, M.D. 


7/4 \ aX \ \ 


Entered as second-class matter February 21, 1922, at the post office at Sacramento, California, under the Act of August 24, 1912. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917. © 


Vol. XE No. 7 


March 19, 1932 


GUY P. JONES 
EDITOR 


Rabies Situation Becomes More Serious 


During the past few weeks rabies has become an 
important problem in several communities of Califor- 


nia, chiefly Fresno, Merced, Tulare, Contra Costa and 


Imperial counties. The disease continues to be an 
acute problem in southern California counties, where it 
has maintained a stronghold for several years. Acute 
outbreaks in Fresno, Imperial, Contra Costa, Merced 
and Tulare counties during the past few weeks, how- 
ever, have made the establishment of intensive control 
measures necessary in order that the spread of the 
disease may be checked. Since the touring season 1s 
just beginning it is highly important that stray dogs 
everywhere in California be placed in restraint. With 
the movement of dogs from place to place, that always 
occurs during the touring season of the year, there is 
imminent danger that the disease may be introduced 
into communities which have been relatively free of 
the disease for long periods of time. 

In those counties where outbreaks of rabies have 
oceurred suddenly within the past few weeks, Dr. 
Giles S. Porter, Director of the State Department of 
Publie Health, has instructed the health officers con- 
cerned to proceed immediately under Section 13, Rule 
2 of the Public Health Act, taking such measures as 
may be necessary to bring the disease under control. 
In Merced County, where a human death from rabies 
occurred on March 3, the following regulations were 
placed in effect beginning March 12, 1932: 


1. All dogs and cats must be securely confined on 
the premises of the owner on leash or in a closed cage 


or paddock for a period of 90 days from March 12, 


1932. 

2. Dogs or eats which are properly immunized 
against rabies may be released 30 days following such 
immunization. Dogs or cats which have been immu- 
nized within the past six months need not be isolated. | 
Dogs or cats so released must have attached to the 
collar worn by such animals an approved identifica- 
tion tag indicating immunization. 

3. Dogs or eats in transit through the designated 
area must be securely tied in the vehicle in which they 
are being transported. 

4. Dogs and eats found running at large or not 
being kept in accordance with the foregoing regula- 
tions shall be taken up and destroyed. 

In Merced County, on or about January 10, 1932, a 
stray dog appeared in the Le Grand and Plainsberg dis- 
tricts. This dog was known to have bitten several dogs © 
and one hog; also, several head of farm stock. Among 
the dogs bitten was a female dog and four puppies 
owned by a woman who resided in Le Grand. Several 
weeks later the mother dog and the four puppies 
became vicious, showing typical symptoms of rabies, 
all five animals dying a few days later. While hand- 
ling these animals the owner was bitten by the mother 
dog and thirteen other members of the family were 
either bitten or else came into close contact with either 
the dog or the infected puppies. The hog and many 
dogs which were known to have come into contact with 
the stray animal either died of the disease or were 
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killed by their owners. On or about February 29 the 
woman who owned the mother dog and the puppies 
became ill and died March 3. During her illness typi- 
cal symptoms of rabies were observed. As a result of 
this outbreak 38 people who were bitten or who were 
in close contact with infected animals are now receiv- 
ing the Pasteur treatment at the expense of the county. 
In Tulare County eight cases of rabies in animals 
have occurred since February 10, 1932. Five of these 
were proven positive by laboratory examination and 


the remaining three animals showed typical clinical — 


symptoms of the disease. Eleven individuals who 
were bitten by these rabid dogs are taking the Pasteur 
Regulations similar to those which were 


in Tulare County as well. 

In Fresno County 12 individuals are receiving Pas- 
teur treatment after having been bitten by rabid dogs. 
The county health officer, Dr. James E. Pendergrass, 


has issued a warning that persons failing to report dog 


bites may be punished by a $25 fine or ten days in the 
county jail. Dr. Pendergrass is starting a new cam- 
paign for the control of rabies in Fresno County, 
basing his plans largely upon immunization of all dogs 
against the disease. 


In Imperial County, 14 residents are known to be 


undergoing Pasteur treatment because of exposure to 


rabies. A large police dog, presumably turned adrift 
by a motor tourist, bit a valuable St. Bernard puppy. 


The woman who owned the puppy was bitten by the > 


animal upon the same date which it died. She was 
endeavoring to administer medicine, not knowing that 
the animal was rabid. The head was sent to the State 


bacteriological laboratory at Berkeley, where an exam- 


ination proved it positive for rabies. Dr. Warren F. 
Fox, Health Officer of Imperial County, is enforcing 
the county ordinances for the control of dogs. 

Rabid dogs have also been found recently in Contra 
Costa and Sacramento counties. Some of the animals 
bit live stock and precautions are being taken against 
the possible spread of the disease. 

In California last year 800 cases of rabies in animals 
were reported and in the preceding year 929 such cases 
were repored within the State. This is the largest, 
number ever reported during a single year in the 
history of the State. The disease has been reported 
from Fresno County every year since 1911 with the 
exception of the year 1922. Since 1922 the disease has 
been exceptionally prevalent in Los Angeles County. 
Out of 800 cases reported in 1931, 516 were in Los 
Angeles County. Out of 929 cases reported in 1930, 
615 were in Los Angeles County. During recent 
months there has been a decline in the number of 
rabies cases reported from that county. Last year 


the disease was more prevalent in Tulare, San Ber. 
nardino, Plumas, Orange, Imperial, Fresno, Kern 
and Kings counties than in any other counties of the 
State. That the enforcement of control measures 
against this disease is of the greatest importance 
at the present time should be well understood by 
all health officers, supervisors and police officers. The 
control of stray dogs is of first importance. Since the 
disease has developed, however, into sharp outbreaks in 
many communities where it has not been prevalent for 
many years, it is necessary that measures for the 
control of all dogs, and cats as well, be strictly 
enforced. This is necessary for the reason that none 
can state how prevalent the infection may be among 


animals in those localities where the disease has been 


discovered recently. 


OYSTER BED CERTIFICATE GRANTED 


Oyster bed certificate No. 8 has been issued to Mr. 
Frank Haegele for oyster beds in Anaheim Bay. This 
certificate is for shell stock only and not for shucked 
oysters. It is the first certificate which has been 
issued under the new regulations for the control of 
oyster-growing beds adopted by the California Board 


of Publie Health June 9, 1931. 


The new regulations provide, among other things, 
for the physical examination of workmen and freedom 
from communicable intestinal diseases. The issuance 
of this certificate means that the men employed on the 
premises covered by the certificate have received the 
physical examinations, the result of which enabled the 
srower to secure state certification. 


GOOD MILK SERVED IN OAKLAND 


Oakland’s milk supply made the excellent score of 
96.8 per cent in a milk scoring contest just concluded 
by the State Department of Agriculture cooperating 
with the Oakland Health Department. This is the 
highest score ever made by the Oakland supply and 
according to A. W. Hayes and D. A. Cordray, State 
Market Milk Specialists, it indicates efficient dairy 
and milk control work on the part of Dr. A. Hlier- 
onymus, Health Officer, R. L. Griffith, Chief Dairy 


-and Milk Inspector and their staff. 


The milk was scored on average milk fat tests, milk 
solids tests and bacteria counts made in the Oakland 
Health Department laboratory by Miss Hazel Gil- 


letee, City Dairy Chemist and Bacteriologist. These 


figures were used together with scores for flavor, sedi- 
ment, bottle and cap, made by the state specialists to 
give a total score for each distributor. The average 
score on a volume basis of all milk sold in Oakland 1s 
96.8 per cent. This is Oakland’s best score and exceeds 
the score made last July of 96.5 by 0.3 per cent. 
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WESTERN BRANCH OF AMERICAN PUBLIC 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION TO MEET 
IN DENVER 


The Western Branch of the American Public 
Health Association will hold its annual meeting in 
Denver, June 9-11, 1932, immediately following the 
meeting of the National Tuberculosis Association 
which will be held in Colorado Springs. The tenta- 
tive program has been issued by Dr. W. P. Shepard, 
San Francisco, secretary. The meeting will be 


opened by Dr. E. T. Hanley of Seattle, president of 


the Western Branch. The session on public health 
administration will be presided over by Dr. Platt W. 
Covington, Salt Lake City. The session on biology 
and immunology will be presided over by Dr. C. W. 
Sult of Phoenix, Arizona. Professor Leon B. Reyn- 
olds of Stanford University, California, will pre- 
- side over the session on water, food, milk and sanita- 
tion. Miss Alice C. Bagley of San Francisco will 


preside over the session on public health nursing and 


health education. Dr. E. E. Hamer of Carson City, 
Nevada, will conduct a session on western public 
health problems. Dr. HE. L. Bishop of Nashville, 
Tennessee, will preside over the session on contro- 
versial questions. Dr. H. W. Hill of Vancouver, 
B. C., will preside over one of the general luncheon 
sessions, at which the speakers will be Kendall Emer- 
son, M.D., of New York City, managing director of 
the National Tuberculosis Association; Dr. M. P. 
Ravenel of Columbia, Missouri, editor of the Journal 
of the American Public Health Association. At a 
eeneral meeting which will be open to the public, Dr. 
Louis I. Dublin of New York City, president of the 
American Public Health Association; Dr. John A. 


Ferrell of New York City, International Health ~ 


Board; Dr. Kendall Emerson of New York City, man- 
aging director of the National Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion, and Dr. L. L. Lumsden of New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana, surgeon, United States Public Health Service, 
will be the speakers. 

Other individuals from outside the western states 
who will appear on the program are: Dr. Michael 
Davis of the Rosenberg Foundation, Chicago, Illinois ; 
Dr. H. C. Hasseltine of Fort Monroe, Virginia, 
surgeon, United States Public Health Service, who 
will speak on psittacosis ; Dr. Carl E. Buck, New York 
City, American Public Health Association; Dr. R. R. 
Speneer, Washington, D. C.; surgeon, United States 


Publie Health Service, who will speak on relapsing 


fever; Dr. Taliaferro Clark, Washington, D. C. 
surgeon, United States Public Health Service, who 
Will speak on recent federal health legislation, and 


Dr. F. E. Harrington of Minneapolis, who will speak 
on local health councils. | | 

In addition to these speakers a great many noted 
health authorities from western states will present 
addresses. The program is one of the best that has 
ever been prepared for the Western Branch and it 
rivals the programs of the American Public Health 
Association. 

Public health workers in western states seldom have 
an opportunity to secure such great advantages as 
this meeting will present and at a minimum of 
travel expense. It is hoped that a very large number 
of Californians will be able to attend. Failure to be 
present will constitute a real loss to professional 


public health workers. 


N ATIONAL TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION © 
MEETING 


The preliminary program for the 


annual meeting of the National Tuberculosis Associa- 


tion is ready. This meeting will be held at Colorado 
Springs, June 6—9, 1932, and a large attendance from 
California is expected. The general program includes 
the following sections: clinical, pathological, sociologi- 
cal, and administrative. A meeting of the American 
Sanatorium Association will be held in Denver, 
coincidentally, June 6 and 1. 


In all periods, science has been advanced by indi- 


viduals, never by the spirit of the age. The spirit of 


the age condemned Socrates to hemlock and burned 
Huss.—Vaungenargues. 


MORBIDITY* 
Diphtheria. 


49 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Oak- 


land 1, Contra Costa County 2, Brawley 1, Los Angeles Coun- 


ty 6, Alhambra 2, Beverly Hills - Compton 3, Los Angeles 20, 
San Gabriel 2, ‘Santa Monica 4, Riverside County 1, San 
Diego 1, San Francisco 1, Sutter County 1, Tulare County ae 


Scarlet Fever. 


189 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 7, Oroville 1, Pinole 2, Rich- 
mond 1, Fresno County 1, Fresno 1. Orland 1, Eureka 1, Kern 
County 1, Los Angeles County 13, Compton 6, Hermosa 1, 
Inglewood 2, Los Angeles 53, Manhattan 1, San Fernando 1, 
Santa Monica 1, South Gate 1, Monterey Park 1, Gardena 3, 
Madera 2, San Rafael 2, Orange County 1, Fullerton 1, Santa 
Ana 3, National City 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 8, San 
Joaquin County 1, Tracy 1, San Luis Obispo 1, Burlingame 1, 
South San Francisco 1, Santa Barbara County 4, Palo Alto 1, 
San Jose 2, Sutter County 1, Tulare County 3, Fillmore 2, 
Yuba County 1. 


Smallpox. 


13 eases of smallpox have been reported, as follows: Braw- 


» ley 1, Hanford 1, Los Angeles County 1, Whittier 2, River- 


side 1, San Francisco 7. 


* From reports received on March 14th and 15th for week 
ending March 12th. 
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Typhoid Fever. 


7 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: : 
Kings County 2, Monterey County 1, Sacramento County 1, 


San Francisco i California 2.** 


517 cases of measles have been reported, as follows: Berk- 
eley 2, Hayward 1, Oakland 7, Chico 1, Contra Costa County 11, 
Concord 2, Richmond 1, Fresno 1, Humboldt County 13, Los 
Angeles County 5, Beverly Hills 1, Los Angeles 7, Montebello 1, 
Pasadena 1, Santa Monica 1, South Gate 1, Maywood 1, 
Madera 2, Marin County 2, Pacific Grove 1, Sacramento 108, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 102, San Joaquin County 19, Lodi 
11, Stockton 17, Tracy 2, San Mateo County 5, Santa Barbara 
County 11, Lompoc 7, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 6, 
Palo Alto 1, San Jose 2, Santa Cruz 16, Sonoma County 27, 
Stanislaus County 1, Sutter County 1, Yuba City 1, Tehama 
County 1, Red Bluff 2, Ventura County 1, Yolo County 6, 


Davis 105, Woodland 1. 


Whooping Cough. 


298 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: : 
Berkeley 17, Oakland 38, Piedmont 2, Contra Costa County 9, 
Eureka 2, Kern County ‘ Kings County 3, Los Angeles Coun- 
ty 12, Alhambra 1, Azusa 2, Culver City 3, Glendale 3, Ingle- . 
wood 2, Long Beach 6, Los Angeles 28, Pasadena 7, Pomona 3, 

San Fernando 3, Whittier 7, Lynwood 2, Pacific Grove 2, 
-Napa 1, Orange County 2, Santa Ana 1, Riverside County 2, 
Sacramento 4, San Bernardino County 1, San Bernardino 1, 
San Diego County 17, Chula Vista 23, National City 2, San 
Diego 15, San Francisco 12, San Joaquin County 6, Stockton 9, 
San Luis Obispo County 14, Paso Robles 4, San Luis Obispo 3, 


** Cases charged to “California”? represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 


. 


Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Maria 4, Palo Alto 6, San 


Jose 2, Watsonville 3, Sonoma County 1, Sonora 7, Fillmore 4. 


Meningitis (epidemic). 


4 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as follows: 
Amador County 1, Fresno County 1, Bakersfield 1, Los Ap- 


geles 1. 
Leprosy. 


reported. 


reported. 


Botulism. 
One case of botulism from Tulare County has bios reported, 


Poliomyelitis. 


6 cases of poliomyelitis have bédh reported, as follows: Berk- 
eley 1, Los Angeles County 1, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 1, 
Pasadena 1, Maywood 1. 


Trichinosis. 


One case of leprosy from Stanislaus Cedllity has been 


Encephalitis (epidemic). 
One case of epidemic encephalitis from uaronren has been 


Jaundice (epidemic). 
2 cases of epidemic jaundice have been reported, as follows: 
Humboldt County 1, Riverside 
3 eases of undulant fever have been reported, as follows: 
Los Angeles County 1, Red Bluff 1, California 1.%* : 
Psittacosis. 
One case of psittacosis from Pasadena has been reported. 


disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. © cases of trichinosis from San Francisco have been reported. 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 
1932 1931 
Animal rabies is more prev- 
Week ending Reports Week ending Reports alent. | 
ending ending 
| Mar. 12 ‘Mar. 14 FA 
Feb. 20 | Feb. 27 | Mar. 5 — Feb. 21 | Feb. 28 | Mar. 7 oxy ed Mumps jumped to a high point 
Mar. 15 Mar. 17 last week 
Actinomycosis---------- 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 FA 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Chickenpox. 838 | 986 1,085] 1,024 747 | 601| 653] 647 Influenza is receding. 
Coccidioidal Granuloma- 2 1 0 0 0 0 | : 
- 57 71 64 49 54 61 72 58 | | 
sentery (Bacillary) - -- one 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) - 0 2 2 1 0 2 5 1 General health conditions are 
pS ae 25 21 16 23 29 32 15 15 
Food 1 0 3 7 | food. 
German Measles-------- 26 13 22 11 22 36 20 19 | 3 
Gonococcus Infection_ ame 127 125 165 243 166 145 145 109 a 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ano 327 237 228 170 512 616 660 508 
Jaundice (Epidemic) - - -- 0 5 0 2 0 t 1 
0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 
0 0 3 1 0 1 0 
EEE SERS ani 430 428 441 517 1,049 1,014 1,287 1,256 
Meningitis (Epidemic) - - 11 5 10 4 5 9 5 7 
224 157 148 269 315 340 397 353 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Paratyphoid Fever------ 0 l 2 1 2 0} 0 0 
0 0 0 0 1 0 
Pneumonia (Lobar) - - - - - 138 66 88 89 45 161 104 8 
Poliomyelitis__.....---- 3 5 6 6 4 12 2 
Psitticosis......------- 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 
Rabies (Human) -------- 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Rabies (Animal)-_-__-_--- 11 14 13 15 14 21 26 20 “1 
Scarlet Fever__..__----- 148 159 152 139 124 135 157 139 
Septic Sore Throat_----- 1 5 6 2 2 1 
Smallpox. ------------- 20 15 11 13 70 48 73 46 
__ agegagnapesapapmemapanpenpae 209 149 196 338 245 190 189 146 
2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Trachoma. ._-.--_----- 2 3 0 2 4 0 1 3 
Trichinosis__....-.._--- 1 3 2 1 0 0 
Tuberculosis__......--- 249 248 287 244 197 221 272 195 
Typhoid Fever. 8 2 7 8 7 4 
Undulant Fever. --_----_- 0 3 1 3 0 4 1 5 
Whooping Cough_.------ 201 226 245 298 204 196 275 290 
3,070 2,956 3,202 3,479 3,835 3,864 4,390 3,911 
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